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 Located in the beautiful Texas Hill Country, the quaint town of Brady sits 
as the geographic center of Texas. The community’s unmatched hospitality 
makes it a soft landing spot for reconnecting, relaxing, and enjoying big 
adventures in a small town setting. 
Brady offers award-winning hunting, one-of-a-kind antiques and bou-
tiques, outdoor recreational opportunities, local attractions, and is home 
to the World Championship BBQ Goat Cook Off. 

The true heart of Texas is calling...Plan your visit today!  

T H E  T R U E  H E A R T  O F  T E X A S  W E L C O M E S  Y O U

Let’s be Social!
Join our mailing list online to 
receive our monthly newsletter 
about upcoming events and 
things to do in Brady.

https://www.facebook.
com/Visit Brady
https://www.instagram.
com/visitbrady/

UC9iXJ5jWz1gLCKTh-1N6dUYg
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W I T H  N A T U R E
RECONNECT

Spring and early Summer in 
the hill country are prime 
seasons to admire an array 
of indigenous blooms on 

full display. 
     There are a wealth of native 
flowers to discover during these peak 
seasons, in and around McCulloch 
County. Flora varieties include 
Lavender, Bluebonnets, Texas Indian 
Paintbrush, Pink Evening Primrose, 
Firewheel, and Texas Thistle.
 Take a scenic walk to the 
Butterfly Park, located at Earnest 
O. Martin Memorial Park, to see 
native plants and pollinators. Or 
venture to the trails around Brady 
Lake to observe abundant indigenous 
vegetation and wildlife.
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Join us for one of our

PLAY IN BRADY
Experience the fun and

Stop by the Heart of 
Texas Monument or the 
stunning murals around 
the downtown square to 
commemorate your trip 
with a memorable photo.

1 1 

44

33  

22     Alphonse Dotson, a 
former NFL defensive 
tackle for the Oakland 
Raiders, and his wife 
Martha Cervantes went 
from the sparkle of a 
dream to growing some 
of the most-prized grapes 
in Texas, and creating the 
most exquisite wines.
     Listen to the stories, 
taste the wines, experience 
the journey that is Dotson-
Cervantes. 

     With more than 100 
artists represented, the Heart 
of Texas Country Music 
Museum is a must see! 
     View an extensive 
collection of country music 
memorabilia from legendary 
figures in the industry that 
honor the rich heritage of the 
genre.

     Brady boasts a beautiful nine-hole, 
“Par 71” golf course with wonderful 
facilities, amenities, and history. The 
course provides competitors five 
bunkers and three water hazards with 
Live Oak Creek crossing the course 
in two places. Golfers, and guests can 
enjoy daily or annual green fees, cart 
rental and/or storage, a year-round 
calendar full of tournaments, and 
some of the best views in Brady.

Dotson-Cer vantes 
Winery

Heart of Texas 
Country Music Mu-

seum

Brady Municipal Golf 
Course

Discover the beauty beyond the big 
city and relax, reconnect, and enjoy 
the hill country at a slower pace. 

Make the most of your visit by 
exploring our list of fun-filled 
attractions, local gems, and 
abundant outdoor activities that will 
make your trip to the True Heart of 
Texas a time to remember.

Snap a Photo
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     With 25 miles of shoreline that presents stunning 
sunset views, Brady Lake is a key destination for 
locals and visitors alike. This location offers nature 
lovers and outdoors men the perfect setting to enjoy 
a variety of outdoor activities.

Plan an extended stay at Brady Lake Park where 
you can camp aside calming lake views and soak 
up sun and fun with friends and family. No matter 
your camping style, Brady Lake has something for 
everyone to enjoy.  

Relax the day away at 
BRADY LAKE55

     McCulloch County has a solid 
reputation when it comes to first-
class hunting in the Lone Star State. 
Score that trophy Whitetail Deer you 
have been dreaming about, or hunt 
a variety of exotic and wild game. 
Your adventure begins in McCulloch 
County where abundant options are 
available that will suit every hunter’s 
interest.

Plan a Hunt77

66

88
99

     The Aquatic Complex at E.O. Martin Memorial 
Park is the perfect place to entertain the entire 
family during the summer season. This unique 
complex features a large swimming pool, children’s 
water features, covered poolside sitting areas, picnic 
tables, and lounge chairs. 
The E.O. Martin Memorial Park as a whole, provides 
year-round fun. Enjoy the recently renovated 
playground areas, covered pavilions, BBQ pits, sand 
volley ball courts, and basketball courts.

       The Marina, located at 
Brady Lake Park, offers a 
covered fish house that is an 
ideal fishing spot year round. 
     Features include inte-
rior lighting, interior and 
exterior benches, and a fish 
attractor located below the 
surface making it perfect for 
nighttime fishing enthusiasts. 
Make sure to visit the Lake 
Store across the street for all 
your fishing necessities.

Located just north of Brady Lake you 
can practice your aim at the Kenneth 
Medlock Gun Range. 

The Aquatic Complex

The Marina

Kenneth Medlock Gun Range

Fishing at sunset at 
Brady Lake.
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The Historic Courthouse built in 1900 in downtown Brady

Visit the historic 
DOWNTOWN SQUARE

1414
 Take a walk about through downtown 
where you can observe historical landmarks, admire 
colorful murals, dine at locally owned restaurants, 
and shop a selection of independent storefronts. 
 The charming setting of downtown 
encircles the three story historic Courthouse which 
is home to the Earl Rudder Statue and the frequently 
visited Heart of Texas Monument, an excellent photo 
backdrop to document your trip in the True Heart 
of Texas. Other must see sites include a mural on the 
iconic Evridges wall and the Texas Treasures wall. 
Both vibrant pieces, painted by the well known artist 
Calina Mishay, capture the essence of Brady’s rugged 
roots in a colorful display of artistry.

Discover some of the best 
antiquing spots and local 
boutiques in Brady. 
See page 38 for a full list 
of locations to find unique 
places to shop during your 
visit.

Go Antiquing1010 11 11 
     Catch a live show or featured film 
at the historic Palace Theater located 
on the downtown square. 

Palace Theater

1212
     Visit the best antique store in Texas! 
With two locations in Brady, these eccentric 
antique stores are a destination. View a selec-
tion of rare items, oddities, and rare items of 
the past. 

D & J’s Good Ole Days

1313         Learn more about the history 
of  McCulloch County at the Heart 
of Texas Historical Museum. This 
museum is housed in the former 
McCulloch County Jail, a three-
story structure constructed in 
1910 and served as the county’s 
correctional facility until 1974.

Heart of Texas Historical Museum
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Explore the beauty of 
RICHARDS PARK

Nestled within the City of Brady is 44 acres of 
gorgeous shaded park grounds. Its a wonderful 
setting to enjoy quality time with others among 
nature.

This Park features primitive camping spots, full 
RV hookups, a duck pond, disc golf, a walking trail 
along Brady Creek, play areas, and other outdoor 
attractions close by.

Brady Creek along 
walking trail  at 
Richards park.

1515
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https://www.facebook.com/Heartland-Merchants-Market-114964333574674
https://www.dandjsgoodoledays.com
https://abnb.me/kmXO55uRPvb


HOPE FROM THE HEART BANQUET

HEART OF TEXAS COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL

HEART OF TEXAS CAR SHOW   |   CHURCH STREET JAMBOREE

HARRY PRIESS GOLF TOURNAMENT

SMOKE ON THE HILL

JULY JUBILEE

HONKY TONK FEST 

THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BBQ GOAT COOK OFF

HALLOWEEN IN THE HEART    |    FARM TO TABLE  DINNER

CHURCH STREET JAMBOREE

Ladies night out   |   CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Brady, Texas offers an abundant amount of options for outdoor activities year 
round and monthly events that will keep everyone entertained. View our full 
calendar of events at www.visitbrady.com

PREMIER EVENTS
Join us for one of our

July Jubilee 
Parade on the 
downtown square 
in Brady.
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Experience the fun at the World Championship BBQ
GOAT COOK OFF

 For 48 years, the True Heart of Texas has hosted the World Championship 
BBQ Goat Cookoff on Labor Day weekend, bringing you BBQ goat, good times, 
and quality musicians such as Shane Smith & the Saints, Koe Wetzel, Aaron Watson 
and more!  
Generating more than $607,000 in sales tax revenue and bringing in over 13,000 
attendees in 2018, what began in 1974 as a small fundraiser for the local Jaycees 
with 16 cooking teams, Brady’s World Championship BBQ Goat Cook-Off is the 
largest and longest running of its kind in Texas. With more than 200 team entries 
each year that draws cookers and visitors from across Texas and beyond each Labor 
Day Weekend the event includes not only a cook off, but a BBQ goat meal, an arts 
and crafts fair, children’s games, washer and horseshoe pitching tournaments and 
live Texas music all weekend. Come experience an unforgettable event Labor Day 
Weekend in Brady at the World Championship BBQ Goat Cook Off!

20 21| 2023 VISITORS GUIDE

https://www.visitbrady.com/world-championship-bbq-goat-cook-off
https://www.bradynational.bank


STAY IN BRADY
Find the perfect

Best Western
2200 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-3997 

Holiday Inn Express 
2320 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-1800

Trucounty Inn
202 W. Main St.
(325) 792-6476

4TH Street House
300 4th St.
https://abnb.me/kmXO55uRPvb

HD River Retreat
https://hdriverretreat.com

Heart of Texas House
https://bit.ly/3BX6j09

The Rusty Goat
College St. Brady
constellationpartnersllc@
gmail.com

Gold Key Inn
2023 S. Bridge St.
(432) 853-9288

Allen Hideaway 
Brady Lake
(325) 792-7062

River Crossing Bunk 
https://www.facebook.com/
Rivercrossingbunkhouse

Gates Guest House
https://www.facebook.com/Rivercross-
ingbunkhouse/

Selah Springs Ranch
7300 US Highway 87
(325)597-2602

Rather you are looking to reconnect with 
nature or find more traditional lodging, 
the perfect stay awaits!

Find comfortable Hotels, a variety of 
amping and RV locations, and unique 
short term rentals.

Relaxing outdoor 
patio at 4th Street 
House.
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The Rusty Goat, located at the Historic Brook 
House, offers a peaceful stay that is fit for a 
variety of travelers visiting Brady, Texas. The 

main house was built in 1909 by Lewis and Charlotte 
(Shaw) Brook. Lewis emigrated from Huddersfield, 
England August 30, 1884, landing in New Orleans. He 
was one of the area’s prominent cattle ranchers, and his 
descendants still own land in McCulloch County and live 
in Brady. The historic home and its newer addition, the 
Rusty Goat, sits on the whole city block, with easy access 
to Brady’s town square. This cozy guest house has an airy 
farmhouse feel with eclectic pops of color throughout 
that add an artistic flare to the space.  
 During your stay, admire the beautiful Texas 
skies on the front porch or enjoy the tree-lined green 
space where you can make friends with a clutch of happy 
hens. Other amenities include a private parking spot 
next to the front porch, a washer and dryer, comfortable 
seating throughout the space, a wall-mounted Fire TV, 

The RusTy GoaT

Wifi, and a full kitchen with essential utensils and appli-
ances. This house can accommodate three adult guests 
or two adults with two small children and provides a 
comfortable stay for individuals with mobility challenges 
by offering 35” wide doorways and bathroom grab bars. 
Sleeping arrangements include an oversized bedroom 
that boasts a king-sized bed—you can find alternate 
sleeping spaces on a comfortable sofa or settle in on the 
supersized love sac set, both located in the living area. 
 If you are celebrating a special occasion or en-
joying a couple’s weekend, make your stay more memora-
ble by adding upgrades such as curated local wines and 
spirits, seasonal charcuterie, a unique floral arrangement, 
or special access to the swim spa and 2- person hot tub.
 The Rusty Goat offers superior amenities at a 
convenient location where you can experience the true 
heart of Texas and create an unforgettable trip.
https://bit.ly/3FxyFPG
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The stars are bit and bright when
CAMPING IN BRADY

The stars truly are big and bright deep in the heart 
of Texas,! And  there is no better place to experience 
this spectacular sight than the true heart of Texas!

Camp under star-lit skies with lakeside views at 
Brady Lake Park or find other camping locations that 
best suit your outdoor stay.

Brady Lake Park
724 Fife St.
325-597-2152

Rocking R RV ParkHeart of Texas RV Park
300 E. 17th St.
979-533-5700

Richards Park
900 W. 1st St.
325-597-2152

2121 Hwy 87 N.
(325) 792-7853

Primitive Camping 
under the stars at 
Brady Lake.
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What can travelers expect when staying at the Heart of Texas RV Park?
The Heart of Texas RV Park is a cozy family-
owned location in town, with an out-of-
town feel, just minutes away from modern 
conveniences. Folks are so pleasantly surprised 
when they stay at our park—the experience 
of being around nature within city limits isn’t 
normally expected. However, the sounds of 
crickets at night and catching glimpses of native 
deer are very common here. 

Tell  me more about your journey of restoring the location,  rebuilding the park’s reputation, and future plans.
The old park that was here, no longer exists. 
Today, the Heart of Texas RV Park enjoys 5-star 
reviews, return customers, and even celebrity 
stays.  
We have made many improvements to our 
infrastructure with freshly graveled roads, a 
clean and neat landscape that lights up at night, 
security cameras, and on-site offices.  We’ve 
added additional pull-thru & back-in RV sites, 
and extended-stay guesthouses. The Park has 
a team on site, ready to serve our guests. This 
includes me and my husband, our property 
manager, Olive Harrison, and our work camping 
On-Site Park Hosts.
We are continuously renovating and enhancing 
the property, to the point that some view us 
as an attraction, driving through just to see 
what has changed this month-most recently. 

Currently, we are developing oversized 
Boutique RV spaces. These oversized lots, with 
additional parking slips, will include individual 
patio and garden spaces for seasonal guests’ 
enjoyment.  
In the future, we have additional plans to 
develop nature trails, a dog run, an outdoor 
dog wash, a common outdoor game area, 
and maybe even a grown-up “splash” pool.  
Offering a spot to chill in the summer heat.  

How many RV spaces does your park include and what type of travelers can you accommodate? 
The park hosts 23 RV sites and 3 
Guesthouses. All RV sites feature full hookups, 
including 30 and 50-amp electrical, water and 
sewer connections, and free wifi. The “Texas 
Touring” section, located at the front of the 
park, includes all of our pull-thru sites and 
tree-shaded sites which are ideal for travelers 
passing thru, attending local events, hunting, 
visiting family,  or needing a hub from which 
to tour the hill-country’s many attractions. 
In the Bluebonnet Park area, we offer back-in 
sites nestled into a natural setting along with 
our Park Host site. The Open Sky “Big Rig” 

T h e  H e a r t  o f  T e x a s  R V  P a r k
Q & A with Lisa Selensky^

NewNew
section hosts extra wide or long sites with 
no overhanging trees. These sites are perfect 
for 45-foot “monster” RVs. They additionally 
appeal to the seasonal or extended stay guests 
such as full time RVers, traveling medical 
workers, or temporary contract workers. 
The park’s fully furnished Guesthouses are 
available for short-term or extended stays and 
can comfortably accommodate 4-6 persons. 
Reservations can extend from the weekend 
up to six-months (or more) providing non-RV 
visitors, house hunters/renovators, temporary 
nurses, or contract workers with a comfortable 
convenient “home-like” stay.

What amenities or special features does the Heart of Texas RV Park provide for its guest?                                                                                      
The Cactus Community House offers 
support to guests with an on-site laundry 
area, a shower room, and an online store. It 
has a dedicated space with a TV that can be 
utilized for activities such as stretching/yoga 
exercises or movie/sports-game night. There 
is a collection of games and puzzles that can 
be enjoyed in the common room. Additionally, 
there is a lending library open to all guests to 
take advantage of as well. We encourage the 
use of the facility for bible studies and other 
guest/community activities. 

We have our “dream” map developed and our 
destination defined-we are well on our way!

  heartoftexasrvpark@gmail.com
www.heartoftexasrvpark.com
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Join us for one of our

EAT IN BRADY
Discover places to

BRADY DONUTS
1302 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-9540

BRADY’S RESTAURANT
503 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-9990

BARNEY’S COFFEE SHOP
202 W. Main St.
(325) 895-2770

BOONDOCKS
2027 S. Bridge St. 
(325) 597-9009

CATTLEMAN’S BBQ
2010 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-1111

CHUBBY’S DINER
1501 E. 15th ST.
(325) 240-0693

JACOBY’S
101 North Main St. 
(325) 286-4242

JOE’S ITALIAN
103 W. Commerce
(325) 910-2169

MI PUEBLO
2035 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-2693

MEDINA’S RESTAURANT
701 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-1847

MAC’S BAR-B-Q
1903 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-6227

MEXICO CITY CAFE
706 N. Bridge St.
(325) 597-0442

MR. CHINA
300 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-2141

RUIZ RASPAS
712 E. Main St.
(325) 240-9135

SANDY’S KITCHEN & CATERING
2105 S. Bridge St.
(325) 240-9490

TACO BOUT FAJITA TAQUERIA
1200 S. Blackburn St.
(214) 777-2856

TEX MEX
403 S. Elm St.
(325) 597-5050

HAIR OF THE HOG BAR & GRILLE
202 W. Main St
(325) 792-6476

Come hungry and discover full-sized 
flavors at a variety of locally-owned 
restaurants. 

Dig into good ole’ Texas BBQ, satisfy 
your craving for mouthwatering Tex-
Mex, or taste other local fare that will 
have you visiting time and time again.

HOLY SMOKE
906 N. Bridge St.
(325) 792-6213

Loaded baked potato 
with smoked brisket 
from Cattleman’s BBQ.
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Big corporations can easily consume locally 
owned companies when mass production is 
king. However, some small business owners 

will find a niche within their industry—that spe-
cial something that allows them to compete with 
these giants. For Tex Mex, a local restaurant in 
Brady, their “back to basics” approach is a recipe 
for success. They focus on the fundamentals of 
providing great food alongside excellent service. 
What more could you ask for next to the best 
enchiladas in town?!
 Tex Mex is a small, family-owned, and 
operated restaurant that has simplified the com-
plicated process of running a successful business 
among many other competitors. 
    At Tex Mex, you will not see a large staff 
bustling around—only Maria in the back of the 
house and her daughter, Soila, tending to cus-
tomers upfront. Unlike other big chain restau-
rants, you will not find Tex Mex on social media 
pushing likes and followers to expand its custom-
er base. Because, after 22 years in the restaurant 
business, Tex Mex has earned a full house of 
loyal locals that return regularly for what matters 
most—great food. 
     There are a few things to expect when visit-
ing Tex Mex such as a full house or just enough space, 
if you’re lucky, to settle in at what feels like grandma’s table. Or the aromatic flavors billowing 
from the kitchen. It’s a place where you feel like you are pulling up a chair to Grandma’s table. 
Where the interior, decorated with a mixture of retro artwork, handmade decor, hand-sewn 
curtains, and subtle sounds of retro game shows playing in the background authenticates that 
at-home feeling. 
  Although there are many options for Mexican-style fare in Brady, this restaurant’s 
enchiladas are hard to challenge. With little to no help in the kitchen, Maria prepares fresh rec-
ipes daily from 7 am-2 pm. After visiting several times, I considered Maria to be like the great 
Oz, working her magic hidden behind the scenes to create these delicious homemade entrees. 

Whether it be magic, experience, or family 
recopies passed down over time, Maria and 
Soila have developed the perfect ingredi-
ents for running a successful small busi-
ness. Simply put, they focus on the essen-
tials by delivering delicious food alongside 
fast, friendly service. It is no wonder why 
locals, myself included, frequent this estab-
lishment often.  
      No matter how much Brady grows, it 
will never outgrow this hometown favorite 
where the best enchiladas reside. Be sure 
to stop in for the best Tex Mex recipes in 
Brady that are simply delicious.
 

 
 

Simply Delicious
See why Tex Mex is a local favorite 

in Brady.
By Lacie Grant
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SHOP IN BRADY
Antiques, Boutiques,& More

When shopping in Brady, local is the 
way to go!

From antiques, home decor, to trendy 
boutiques, we have a full list of the best 
spots for retail therapy when visiting the 
true heart of Texas.

Antiques and 
eccentric items on 
display at D & J ’s 
Good Ole Days

35

https://www.mipueblomexicantx.com


If you have ever visited Brady, I 
would like to assume there is no 
way you missed an opportunity 
to stop into D & J’s Good Ole 
Days. With two locations that 
stand out like that weird kid at 

school—they are hard to miss. 
     D & J’s on Bridge Street presents a 
bright facade with boldly painted bicycles 
mounted above the awing and Betty 
Boop, dressed in various whimsical 
fashions throughout the year extending 
a hello to all who pass by. The downtown 
location is an attention grabber as well 
with obscure circus memorabilia in the 
window and other one-of-a-kind items 
out front. If you still don’t know which 
stores I am referencing to, you are in for 
a treat! 
     D & J’s Good Ole Days is more than 
your average antique store, it is a local 
gem that attracts visitors from all over. 
Both locations boast an outlandish 
exterior, which is a great indicator of 
what you can expect to see inside. 
     Be prepared for an experience, the 
combination of rare, unusual, and vintage 
items make this a must-see destination 
when visiting Brady, Texas.
  The owners, Deanne and Joe, 
are passionate about the industry of 

collecting rare and unique items, 
which shows. “We never dread coming 
to work. If you love what you do, you 
never dread coming,” Deanne stated 
during our interview. While sharing 
stories, Deann’s face lights up as she 
speaks about their most intriguing 
finds, such as the Mammoth husk 
that once had a home at D&J’s and 
the group of vampires that visit from 
Austin yearly. After 8 1/2 years of 
owning a unique business such as 
this, how could you not have some 
great stories to 
share? DeAnne 
recalls how they 
stumbled into 
selling unusual 
objects, “I wanted 
our store to be 
different; the first 
item we sold was 
a jar of teeth. 
We had no idea 
of the market 
for oddities at 
the time.” What 
started as a 
dream to open a small antique store 
many years ago has developed today 
into an extraordinary journey for the 

Hometown Gem
The Best Antique Store in Texas

Story & Photos by Lacie Grant

owners of D&J’s. This happily married 
couple of 30 years divides their time 
between two stores in Brady. Joe’s 
jokes and stories await all who enter 

the downtown 
location. While 
Deanne welcomes 
customers daily 
on Bridge Street 
with her sweet 
smile and humble 
gratitude for their 
business. 
     Whether 
you’re just passing 
through or staying 
a while, keep an 
eye out for these 
hard-to-miss 

antique stores in Brady, where there 
is always something new, strange, or 
exceptional to see on display. 

“I wanted our store to be different; the first item 
we sold was a jar of teeth...”
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THE BUS STATION 
2200 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-3997 

THE MARKET AT BRADY STANDARD
201 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-1718

MERCANTILE RESALE STORE
1106 S. Blackburn St.
(325) 597-1455

MELDRAS CLOTHING CO.
206 B S. Blackburn St
(325) 792-6722

D & J’S GOOD OLE DAYS
109 W. Commerce
907 S. Bridge St.
(325) 456-9030

HB & CO.
210 N. Bridge St.
(325) 450-1762

BLADES & SHADES
102 W. Adkins St.
(325) 597-9990

OLIVE-N-MARLEY’S
2200 S. Bridge St.
(325) 456-4360

B O U T I Q U E S A N T I Q U E S

Scan to discover more places to shop
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https://www.facebook.com/oliveandmarleys
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Plan your next hunting 
adventure in Brady. 
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https://www.visitbrady.com/hunt


The lender that pays you back.

www.ranchmoney.com
(325) 597-2252  |  203 South Blackburn

NMLS469508
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067467587011
https://www.centraltexasfarmcredit.com
mailto:lacie%40bradytx.com?subject=2024%20Visitors%20Guide%20Ad%20Space


     Karlton Steffens was a fourth generation 
florist. He owned and operated Steffens Flowers 
on Bridge Street for decades with his wife, San-
dra, until they retired and closed the shop after 
more than 50 years in business.
     For much of his younger life, his side hobby 
and love of golf and deer hunting, were his 
distractions when he needed a break from the 
shop. But after chasing big deer across the state 
almost as an obsession, he finally hung up his 
rifle and instead began toting a video camera to 
the field to get film footage of the trophies he 
once loved to hunt.
     It’s that love of the outdoors and his passion 
for history coupled with his creativity in floral 
design that has blossomed into his new hobby 
and business of marketing and selling rustic 
wildlife centerpieces.
     Step into the same building that still has 
their vintage Steffens Flowers sign on the wall 
and instead of floral arrangements you’ll now 
see wildlife art that centers around the creative 

use of deer antlers, unique shapes of wood, 
feathers and all types of flora.
     A quick glimpse around the room and it’s 
easy to see that each piece of work is accom-
panied by a small handwritten card. On it are 
Karlton’s own words that tell the story of that 
particular piece of art. 
He has spent a lifetime collecting the chunks of 
wood and shed deer antlers that are the integral 
parts of nearly every piece. 
     “Each one of these has a story that goes 
along with it,” said Steffens. “Some of them are 
factual and true and others—not so much.” 
     Karlton’s other hobby throughout his life 
time was golf. One day while browsing at a 
garage sale, he bought an old golf club. Turns 
out, it was worth well more than his invest-
ment. And so began his collection of vintage 
golf clubs that are also for sale as part of his 
business appropriately named “Freebird Wild-

life Studios”.
     There is patriotic theme that is evident in the decor of 
the shop and the style of his designs. One particular piece 
is even painted red, white, blue and has a gold spire coming 
from the center all done in an homage to greatest genera-
tion.
     “The golden spire reaching toward heaven stands for the 
men and women who didn’t come back from World War II,” 
said Steffens. “The red, white and blue colors are a tribute to 
Independence Day right after the war.
Fine Arts show as one of only a handful of featured artists.
     A few months back, some- one from the San Angelo Fine 
Arts Guild stopped in having gotten word of his newly-es-
tablished business. A long interview and quite a few photos 
later and he was soon invited to be an exhibitor at the San 
Angelo Fine Arts show as one of only a handful of featured 
artists.
     His free time is now spent most often in the familiar set-
ting of the old flower shop. He doesn’t have set hours just in 
case he gets the urge to take a nap, take a trip or simply go 
visit a friend. But if his familiar red pickup is parked behind 
the building, he’s there and the open sign is likely turned on. 
Stop in, look around and be prepared to listen to a few sto-
ries, swap some tall tales, and even just pull of a chair and 
visit. Who knows, you might even find some artwork that 
will fit right into your home, ranch or hunting cabin.

A  ‘ W i l d ’  Ne w  Ve n t u r e
Story by James Stewart

Photography by Lacie Grant
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https://www.freebirdwildlifeart.com
https://www.freebirdwildlifeart.com
https://www.freebirdwildlifeart.com


ED DAVENPORT CIVIC CENTER
816 San Angelo Hwy
(325) 597-2152

GIGI’S PARTY PLACE
112 N. Blackburn
(325) 792-7999

BLUEBONNET BALLROOM
204 W. Main St.
(325) 792-6476

HEART OF TEXAS EVENT CENTER
804 San Angelo Hwy 
(325) 597-1895

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
2320 S. Bridge St.
(325) 597-1800

MCCULLOCH COUNTY LIBRARY
401 E. Commerce St.
(325) 597-2617

SANCTUARY IN THE HEART
900 S. Blackburn St.
(325) 456-9030

E V E N T  V E N U E S

SHERIFF 
(325) 597-2290

FIRE DEPARTMENT
(325) 597-2311

CURTIS FIELD AIRPORT
(325) 456-1595

THE BRADY/MCCULLOCH 
COUNTRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
(325) 456-1595

HELLO SUNSHINE 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
(325) 805-0583 

HEART OF TEXAS 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
(325) 597-2901

CONCHO VALLEY TRANSIT
(325)  947-8729

VISIT BRADY
VISITORS CENTER

106 W. Main St.
(325)  597-3491

POLICE
(325) 597-2121

GAME WARDEN
(325) 792-8399

THE HAVEN FAMILY SHELTER
(325) 597-7644

E M E R G E N C Y T RA N S I T  /  T RA V E L

V I S I T O R  I N F O R M A T I O N
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https://www.visitbrady.com
https://www.visitbrady.com
https://www.heheshippieshack.com
https://www.facebook.com/tbyrdssignshop
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https://heartoftexasrestoration.com/Locations-we-serve
https://www.higginbothams.com
https://www.bradynational.bank


http://www.bradytx.com
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